GNR Ltd BACKGROUND INFORMATION
GNR Ltd was founded in 1999 to provide personalized communication services. One of its subsidiaries, The Global Name Registry Ltd participated in a rigorous competition and was ultimately selected by ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers) on 16 November 2000 to develop, administer and market .name, the only gTLD (global top-level domain) exclusively for individuals.

The operating agreement with ICANN was finalized on 1 August 2001 and launched a password-protected website for ICANN Accredited Registrars (approved resellers) on 15 August 2001 to promote the sale of .name products and services worldwide. All products and services are sold through Registrars. To date, the Company has recruited nearly 50 Registrars.

Global Name Registry offers four products and services: domains, an email forwarding service, Defensive Registration, and NameWatch. Domains are registered on the third-level in the format <firstname.lastname.name> and email addresses are registered on the second-level in the format <firstname@lastname.name>. Defensive Registration is a service offered to nationally registered trademark owners who want to protect their trademarks in the .name personal domain space. NameWatch is a service open to anyone who wants to monitor a specific name or word.


The first .name domain resolved on the Internet on 15 January 2002. 


The Company firmly believes that everyone in the world is entitled to own their name on the Internet. The Company’s goal is to provide every person on the Net with a personal domain and email address that they can own for life. A .name domain and email address is the foundation for a personal online identity and it is envisioned that this will evolve into a fully functional Digital Identity.

The Company employs approximately 36 people in London, Oslo, and Rochester. The staff has significant experience in building technology infrastructure, networking, e-commerce, and security – enabling individuals to establish a web presence for personal rather than commercial reasons. 

Please refer to www.name for further product and company information.

Please refer to www.icann.org for information related to TLD regulation.
